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Prince Edward County High School will welcome 2010 
graduate Courtney Paige Garrett, Miss Virginia 2014, as 
commencement speaker for the Class of 2015. Miss Gar-
rett is the daughter of PECES Assistant Principal Jeanine 
Garrett, and the sister of Austin Garrett, who is a member 
of the Class of 2015.  She was first runner-up in the Miss 
America competition held in Atlantic City in September. 

  Miss Virginia to Speak at Graduation

PECPS Inaugurates Positive Be-
havior Interventions and Supports 

PE Schools Awarded 
$79,020 Security Grant 

A new initiative is be-
ing implemented in Prince 
Edward County Public 
Schools, the ultimate goal 
of which is to eradicate 
bullying and other unde-
sired behaviors, while  in-
creasing academic success.  
Positive Behavior Interven-
tions and Supports (PBIS) 
of Virginia is a Common-
wealth of Virginia initiative 
to support positive aca-
demic and behavioral out-
comes for all students. The 
program is based on exten-
sive research, and utilizes a 
preventative and proactive 
approach to discipline that 
reduces the amount of time 
spent dealing with office 
referrals, thereby increas-
ing time spent teaching and 
learning. PBIS ultimately 
impacts the very culture 
of the schools by shifting 
attention to positive behav-
ior and successful learning 
systems for students, teach-
ers, and administrators.  All 
teachers in Prince Edward 
County Public Schools 
have been learning about 
PBIS this year through the 
completion of online train-
ing modules.

The goal of PBIS is “to 
improve the success of 
schools as effective learn-
ing environments. Aggres-
sion, violence, threats, 
intimidation, and isola-
tion compromise the abil-
ity of students to learn 
and perform in school.  

Establishing school-wide 
expectations for common 
respect,  and ensuring that 
all students and faculty and 
staff members share in the 
responsibility of making 
schools respectful settings 
can make a difference” 
(pbis.org).

PBIS is especially effec-
tive as an intervention for 
bullying, which is defined 
as unwanted, aggressive 
behavior that involves a 
real or perceived power 
imbalance.  The behavior 
is repeated, or has the po-
tential to be repeated, over 
time.  Kids who are bullied 
and those who bully others 
may have serious, lasting 
problems.  PBIS addresses 
unwanted behaviors be-
fore they reach the bully-
ing stage, and promotes 
the replacement of such 
behaviors with positive be-
haviors as the norm.

Next steps for Prince 
Edward staff and students 
include opportunities to 
refine division-wide com-
mon behavioral expecta-
tions and to continue to 
link those expectations to 
The Leader in Me and 7 
Habits.

Amy McCurdy, El-
ementary School Princi-
pal says, “PBIS  ties in 
naturally with  The Leader 

Emphasis on Anti-bullying

Please see Grant, Page 3

PECHS Teacher Fea-
tured in LU Magazine

Story Page 4

Prince Edward County Public Schools was 
awarded $79,020 from the Public School Se-
curity Equipment Grant Act of 2013, whose 
purpose is to help school divisions purchase 
and install security equipment in schools to 
improve the safety of students attending pub-
lic schools in Virginia.  There is a local match 
requirement of $19,750. The grant funds will 
be used to purchase surveillance cameras, 
electronic door access controls, quick re-
sponse buttons, and two-way radios for each 
school.  Prince Edward was one of 100 school

in Me, and focuses on 
changing undesirable be-
havior versus punishment.” 
PECHS Principal Zoltan 
Kerestely agrees. “PBIS is 
a great initiative that helps 
teachers improve class-
room management and 
responses to such negative 
behaviors as bullying.”
     Superintendent Dr. K. 
David Smith is equally op-
timistic.  “The implemen-
tation of PBIS is a strong 
step by the school division 
to give students the tools 
they need to deal effec-
tively with bullying, and 
to choose appropriate be-
haviors. The goal is to help 
create a positive learning 
climate where students and 
teachers feel appreciated, 
safe, and welcome.”
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Problem-Based Learning Showcased in Division Schools
By the end of the school year, all 
PECPS teachers will be trained 
in P-BL, and will have students 
present   their projects in at least 
one of three P-BL showcases.
  PECHS Principal Zoltan Ker-
estely is an ardent promoter of 
Problem-Based Learning. “P-BL 
helps engage students in the les-
son, as they solve real world prob-
lems and present their solutions to 
a captive audience,” he said.  The 
High School Fall Showcase had a 
captive audience, indeed.  Parents 
and other visitors stopped at the 

SCENES FROM FALL PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING SHOWCASES. Top: 4th graders proudly display their learning products; 6th graders 
Zakhyran Little and Johnny Ray Holman explain how to teach the 7 Habits; Students in Ms. Green’s High School Advanced Physical  Education class 
demonstrate ways to inspire younger students to stay fit. Bottom: Mrs. Stanley’s PECMS English class uses iPads to put a technological twist on fairy 
tales; Middle-schoolers use gaming to get their point across; PECHS math students in Mr. Cabautan’s class explore the numbers in understanding blood 
pressure; First graders explain how seasons change.

Johnny Ray Holman defines  
P-BL succinctly. “You’re actually 
learning something while also hav-
ing fun.” This year’s Fall Problem-
Based Learning Showcase was the 
6th grader’s second year in display-
ing and explaining a P-BL project.  
He and his problem-solving part-
ner, Zakhyran Little, found it dif-
ficult to contain their enthusiasm. 
“It’s not just a teacher explaining,” 
said Zakhyran. “It’s a hands-on 
activity, and you remember it.”
     This is the third year for the ini-
tiative in Prince Edward schools.   

numerous stations to listen and 
observe as students presented 
their solutions to a variety of 
problems from multiple disci-
plines.  

The Elementary School P-BL  
Fall Showcase resonated with 
color and enthusiasm.  First grade 
teachers Debbie Strake and Mel-
anie Garcia brought two classes 
together to learn about and dem-
onstrate change.  They began the 
unit with an activity involving 
baby pictures of teachers to ad-
dress the question “How  can we

see change?” This segued to other 
types of change, culminating in 
the final presentations of how the 
seasons change.  The students read, 
wrote and conducted  research.  
In the end, they created potato 
“people” to populate their seasonal 
displays. 4th grade teacher Jen-
nifer Townsend, whose students 
learned about solar ovens in their 
P-BL unit, said, “It gives the kids 
an opportunity to learn in a real, 
hands-on way.  When they experi-
ment with prototypes, they take 
ownership.”

PECHS HOSTS ANNUAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION FOR COMMUNITY CHILDREN
Students and faculty at the High School welcomed more than 150 children and their parents to the third annual Holiday 
Celebration.  Santa Claus arrived on a fire truck to kick off the event, which featured crafts, food, holiday karaoke, 
photos with Santa, and other festive activities.  PECHS students photographed the children and assisted with crafts.
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Grant, cont. from Page 1  
divisions in Virginia to be 
awarded a share of $6 million 
by Governor Terry McAuliffe in 
September.  The criteria for the 
awards, developed by the Virgin-
ia Department of Education and 
the state Department of Criminal 
Justice Services, gave priority to 
schools most in need of modern 
security equipment, schools with 
relatively high numbers of of-
fenses, and schools with equip-
ment needs identified by a school 
security audit.“Investing in se-
curity improvements that will 
protect our children while they 
are in school is critical toward 
building a new Virginia economy 
where students can learn and suc-
ceed,” said Governor McAuliffe. 
“These grants will result in safer 
environments for thousands of 
students and educators.”

Dr. Brad Bryant Tak-
ing Charge at CTEC
by Bailey Carkenord, PECHS Intern

After serving as a teacher, col-
lege professor, school administra-
tor, and Department of Education 
board member, Dr. Brad Bryant 
decided to try his hand at manag-
ing the Prince Edward Career and 
Technical Education Center as the 
new Coordinator of Career and 
Technical Education.  Despite be-
ing the new guy in town, Dr. Bry-
ant was quickly accepted by both 
students and faculty.  And, now that 
he has settled in, he has set some 
goals for the CTEC. “We want to 
really raise the bar on Career and 
Technical Education,” he said. “I 
think we have a lot of classes that 
students don’t realize they need to 
take to pursue a career in a techni-
cal field. So, I want to raise aware-
ness for the types of classes offered 
at the CTEC and their value.”

Bryant, a Buckingham resident, 
commutes to Farmville each day, 
but he doesn’t mind because he en-
joys working with the PECHS stu-
dents and teachers.  “I love this job 
because it has a lot of variety.  One 
day I’m ordering supplies, and then 
I’ll be observing in classrooms and 
interacting with teachers and stu-
dents, and I love that. I hope to stay 
for a long time,” he said.

Dr. Bryant earned BS, MS, and 
PhD degrees from Virginia Tech.

Teacher Induction Program Celebrates Successful First Semester
Teachers who are new to PECPS this school year gathered with their mentor teachers and administrators to cel-
ebrate the holiday season as it arrives to conclude a successful first semester with the school division.  Dr. Julie 
Gilliam, Director of Accountability and Research, Technology and Assessment, opened the celebration with a 
true story that illustrated the lasting effects of being an educator.  Dr. K. David Smith, Superintendent, reflected 
with the teachers on their first semester, reminding them that everybody has had the experience of being “new” 
to the division. “However,” he said, “what is unique at Prince Edward is that we have this level of new teacher 
mentoring and support. We are fortunate that mentors here are solid members of our staff, the best role models.” 
Dr. Smith then called for individuals to share their own reflections on the past semester.  Mary Cook, who teaches 
12th grade English at the High School, was quick to respond. “I came to this job after having been a criminal 
defense attorney for five years,” she said, “and that was ten times easier.  But this is ten times more rewarding.  
I love it, and I wouldn’t trade it.”  Several of the teachers shared semester highlights, including helping students 
get accepted into college, being a part of student programs and performances, and witnessing student projects 
that were “moving and beautiful.”  Many of them agreed that getting to know their students was very important, 
and that little things went a long way in that direction.  Middle School PE teacher Brett Jones was proud of a 
unit on “Dancing Through the Decades,” where 100% of her students danced the waltz.  Fellow PE teacher Chris 
Baird recalled an incident where he went to kick a ball and his shoe went further than the ball, but it gave his 
students a good laugh and added to the positivity of his relationship with them.  Middle School Principal Lucy 
Carson said, “We’ve latched on to some people who are going to be great teachers.”     

There’s No Place Like Home

When Aundrea Hicks was in 
Patty Carlson’s 6th grade class, she 
would never have guessed that she 
would someday return to PECMS 
to teach 6th grade English.  And, 
on  top of that,  Mrs. Carlson is her

assigned mentor. Hicks has had 
an exciting and rewarding year 
so far.  “I’m really enjoying my-
self,” she said.  “The students 
know they can talk to me, and that 
means a lot.”  She says she has 
learned to tie the students’ needs 
into the skills they need to learn.  
Carlson remembers Hicks as  an 
excellent student, and is happy to 
be her mentor. “Aundrea is very 
anxious to  try lots of things, es-
pecially with technology.”  Hicks’ 
aunt, Gwendolyn McQuaige-
Hicks is also one of her assistant 
principals.  “I appreciate her en-
thusiasm and initiative,” said Mc-
Quaige-Hicks. “Her work ethic 
is incredible.” Aundrea  Hicks, 
PECHS Class of 2010, is a 2014 
graduate of the College of Wil-
liam & Mary.
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PECHS Teacher Featured in Longwood Alumni Magazine
by Bailey Carkenord, PECHS Intern

When the PECHS Boys Soc-
cer Team went undefeated in their 
2014 season, people took notice, 
including those at the Longwood 
Alumni Magazine.  PECHS math 
teacher Devin Pierce, Longwood 
Class of 2013, was featured in the 
Fall 2014 edition of the publication 
for coaching his first team in an 
award winning season that brought 
championships at both the district 
and conference levels, and making 
it all the way to the first round of  

the VHSL 2A state finals.  
Pierce began teaching Algebra II 

and AP Statistics at PECHS shortly 
after his college graduation.  Only 
a small percentage of recent gradu-
ates find themselves featured in the 
nationally distributed publication, 
and Pierce was surprised when 
he was selected.  “I was kind of 
caught off guard when they called 
and told me they wanted to write a 
story about me,” he said, “but I felt 
very honored.”  

Pierce’s students have nothing 
but good to say about him.  “I think 
Mr. Pierce was really good at re-
lating to his students and helping 
us understand the material,” said 
junior Davion Boxley, who took 
Pierce’s AP Statistics class last 
year. “He was also always willing 
to stay after school and tutor us if 
we needed extra help.”  

Pierce is gearing up for soccer 
season, which kicks off with prac-
tice in February.  His team mem-
bers are equally excited for the 
2015 season to begin, and they also

speak highly of their coach.  “My 
favorite thing about having Mr. 
Pierce as a coach is that he pushes 
us to do our very best,” said sopho-
more Craig Burns, whose brother, 
Kyle, earned a spot on the VHSL 
2A All-State First Team  in his se-
nior season playing for Pierce. 
     According to Pierce, the team’s

goal is to make it back to states.  
It will be hard to top last year’s 
season, but, with hard work, tal-
ented players, and a determined 
coach like Devin Pierce, the state 
championship doesn’t seem too far 
out of reach.  And the Longwood 
alumni will, undoubtedly, be fol-
lowing the season.

OUTSTANDING SPORTSMANSHIP
The PECHS Drama Team (in blue) finished 5th out of eight teams in Region 
2A East.  The team traveled to the 1A/2A state finals to observe and cheer 
on 2A East champs Robert E. Lee Staunton, who came in 2nd in the state.  
Their outstanding show of sportsmanship by cheering on a rival team was 
applauded by VHSL officials, the R.E. Lee team and coaches, and parents 
attending the competition. Debbie Rush, PECHS Drama Team coach, said, 
“Our team did well in a tough region, but I am most proud of how they 
represent our school in such a positive way that has people taking notice.”


